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/-+ir (Amended) A method for closing a shoe against a backing roll to fomi a 
nip between a backing roll and a shoe of a shoe press/shoe calender in a paper machine, 
the nip extending in a cross machine direction, the method comprising the steps of: 

Measuring the position of the shoe of the shoe calender/shoe press with respect to 
\ a reference position at at least two positions which are spaced from each 
[ other in the cross machine direction; and 

cjlosing the shoe against the backing roll while controlling the position of the shoe 
I based on the insults of the measurement so the nip is of a desired shape. 

i 
J 

(Amended) The method of claim^l2-wherem the position of the shoe with 
respect io the reference position is measured by at least two position measuring sensors. 

j 

(Amended) The method of claim-H^=v54erein a position sensor is also 
) located Jn the middle of the machine, and the position of the shoe is measured by tho 

positioij measuring sensor close to the driving side edge, the position measuring sensor 
close tojthe tending side edge, and the position sensor located in the middle of the 


machin^. 


(^J^ (Amended) The method of claina-t^-wherein the step of closing the shoe 
against ithe backing roll includes quickly closing the nip when in the initial stages of 
closing and slowing down the movement when tlie nip starts to be almost closed. 
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(Amended) An aixangenaient for closing a shoe against a backing roll to 
fonn a between the backing roll and the shoe of a shoe press/shoe calender in a p;?.per 
machine^ the nip extending in a cross machine direction, the airangement comprising: 
ajshoe roll, having a shoe and hydraulic cylinders connected thereto for movij^ 
j the shoe towards and avvay from the backing roll; 
ai least two measuring devices for measuring the position of the shoe, the 
? measuring devices being positioned to determine the position of the shoe 
I with respect to a reference position at two positions on the $hoe wbicli are 
I Spaced in the cross machine direction; and 

ijieans for controlling the position of the shoe during the closing of the shoe 

i 

: against the backing roll to form the nip based on the results obtained by the 

j 

i measuring devices so the nip is of a desired shape. 
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-a^ry (Amended) An apparatus for closing a shoe against a backing roll to lorm 
a nip between ihe backing roll and the shoe in a paper machine, the apparatus 
comprisijig: 

ajbacking roll; 
ajjshoe; 

a|belt within which the shoe is positioned, the shoe being loaded against the 
j backing roll to define a nip by a plurality of hydraulic cylinders; 

u 

^ frame extending within the belt, the hydraulic cylinders supporting the shoe on 
I the firame; 

^ least two position measuring sensors arranged in connection with the shoe 

« between the shoe and the frame, the sensors measuring the position of the 

ij ^ 

J shoe and producing position measurements, tlie position measunng sensors 

\ being spaced from one another in a cross machine direction; and 

4 processing unit which receives the position measurements from the position 

.1 measuring sensors^ the processing unit generating signals which control the 

J hydraulic cylinders to close the shoe towards the backing rolh 



Please add the following new claims: 


7 


The method of claim-^r^w^rein the backing roll is a thermoroU. 

The method of claim-t/wherein the reference position is a fixed position 
on a fr^nxe to which the shoe is mounted. 



Remarks 


^Claims 12-26 remain pending in the application. In the OfSce Action dated October 
24, 2002, the claims were rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 1 12, and under 35 U,S-C. 103 over the 
discloses of Bubik et al and Koenigbauer et al and Hoever et al as necessary, or over the 
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